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|  PROPOSALS,  &c. 

T  T  muft  be  allowed,  that  all  human  knowled 
ought  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  good  of  fociet1 
and  in  proportion  as  this  is  advanced  by  any  fcienc 
fo  ought  that  fcience  to  be  held  in  efleem. 

*  Providence  in  his  unerring  wifdom,  having  a 
lotted  to  mankind  different  capacities,  and  implan 
ed  in  them  propenfities  to  particular  purfuits, 
that  what  is  matter  of  the  greatefl  fatisfa&ion  to  on 
fhall  be  perfe£lly  infipid  to  another,  it  is  no  wond 
that  they  fhould  differ  fo  widely  in  the  apprehends 
utility  of  their  refpe&ive  employments  ;  each,  froi 
a  principle  of  felf  love,  being  willing  to  think  h 
own  of  the  greatefl  importance  :  and  fo  flrongly 
this  idea  impreffed  on  the  minds  of  fome,  as  to  ht 
tray  them  into  a  narrownefs  of  thinking,  inconfifl 
ent  with  that  liberality  of  fentiment,  which  woul 
excite  a  wifh  for  the  univerfal  increafe  of  fciencc 
when  connedled,  even  in  the  remotefl  degree,  wit 
the  interefls  of  mankind. 
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Without  derogating  then  in  the  leafl  from  the 
tility  of  other  fciences,  but  leaving  every  one  to 
urfue  his  own  favourite  fludy  and  employment,  I 
hall,  in  a  few  words,  endeavour  to  point  out  the 
tility  of  Botany,  a  fcience  which  this  delign  is 
articularly  intended  to  promote. 

Various  are  the  advantages  which  prompt  us  to 
he  purfuit  of  this  fpecies  of  knowledge.  Among  all 
he  fludies  which  engage  mankind,  there  are  none 
lore  pleaiing,  more  extenlive,  or  in  which  the  utile 
\ ulci  is  fo  intimately  blended. 

It  is  a  fcience  which  has  been  cultivated  by  the 
rifeft  of  mankind,  and  particularly  by  the  moll  dif- 
ingu hlied  profeffors  of  the  medical  art.  Here,  as 
hilofophers,  we  may  admire  and  contemplate  the 
>eautifui  works  of  an  almighty  being.  What  an 
nfinite  difplay  of  wifdom,  is  obfervable  in  the 
[ifferent  modes  of  the  growth  and  propagation  of 
•lants  1  What  care  is  taken  in  perpetuating  the 
ucceffion  of  each  fpecies  !  How  admirably  are  they 
dapted  to  grow  in  every  different  foil  and  lituation, 

o  as  to  leave  no  part  of  the  globe,  not  even  rocks 
8  ?  •  and 
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and  Hones,  uncovered  !  With  what  regular  ordt 
and  in  what  conftant  fucceflion,  do  they  flower  ai 
produce  their  feeds !  In  fliort,  a  mind  that  is  of  i 
inquifitive  or  contemplative  turn,  will  find  in  plant 
an  endlefs  fource  of  innocent  amufement.  Anoth 
world,  as  it  were,  opens  to  his  view.  He  behoL 
the  face  of  nature  through  a  new  medium  of  vifio 
and  has  the  fuperior  pleafure  of  being  able  to  read 
that  book,  which  to  the  generality  of  mankind  is 
mere  blank. 

The  importance  of  this  fcience,  as  a  branch 
medical  knowledge,  is  happily  exprefied  by  the  la 
ingenious  Dr.  Gregory,  the  ornament  of  1 
profeffion,  and  I  may  add  of  human  nature  ;  in  1 
advice  to  the  young  Phyfician,  he  thus  delivers  h 
fentiments  on  this  head  :  “  The  fcience  of  botany 

fubfervient  io  the  pr  abb  ice  of  phyfic,  as  far  as  it  fat 
litates  the  knowledge  of  plant  r,  by  reducing  them  h 
the  mofi  commodious  and  perfect  fyfem  ;  and  althou{ 
it  is  not  neceffary  to  be  particularly  acquainted  with  t 
name  and  hifory  of  every  plant ,  yet  every  one  ought 
be  fo  well  founded  in  the  principles  of  botany ,  as  to 
able  to  find  its  place  in  the  ffi cm,  and  to  defer ibe 


'em  ific ally :  and  we  ought  to  be  particu- 
Krly  acquainted  with  every  material 
ircumstance  relative  to  those  plants 
:hich  are  used  in  diet  or  medicine. 

»;It  is  however  much  to  be  regretted,  that  this  fci- 
ce  is  held  in  fo  little  elteem  by  gentlemen  of  the 
:ulty  in  this  country.  On  the  flail  of  ignorant 
Id  illiterate  perfcns,  are  they  often  obliged  to  de- 
Ind  for  many  of  their  efficacious  officinal  plants , 
cd  Ihould  a  fpurious  fort  be  offered  them  either 
rough  ignorance  or  defign,  from  a  want  of  appli- 
ion  to  this  fcience,  they  are  incapable  of  judging 
ght,  and  confequently  expofe  both  themfelves  and 
Hr  patients  to  fuffer  by  the  negligence  and  impo~ 
lon  of  others. 

Although  new  difcovered  chemical  remedies,  and 
bign  drugs,  may  have  juilly  fuperfeded  many  of 
1  Englifh  plants,  yet  a  great  number  are  ftill  re- 
'ted  in  our  Pharmacopoea,  and  many  poflcfs  very 
fonous  qualities  :  to  be  acquainted  with  thefe  at 
is  the  d  uty  of  every  one,  that  takes  on  himfeif 
-important  character  of  guardian  of  the  healths 
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B  ut  it  is  not  to  phyfic  alone  that  botany  is  fubfe 
vient ;  perhaps  it  may  be  applied  with  as  much  a< 
vantage  to  agriculture  as  to  any  other  icience. 
this  enlightened  age,  when  arts  and  fciences  are  ca 
ried  to  a  pitch  unthought  of  in  former  times,  it  w 
not  likely  that  this  branch  fhould  be  neglected  ;  ar 
accordingly,  we  find  many  of  our  nobility,  gentl 
men  of  landed  property,  and  public  focieties,  ful 
aware  of  its  importance,  and  endeavouring 
premiums  and  a  variety  of  other  means,  to  impro 
it.  Much  however  ftill  remains  to  be  done  ;  nor 
it  probable  that  their  endeavours  will  be  crown 
with  fuccefs,  till  botany  is  more  cultivated,  a: 
plants,  particularly  the  grades,  better  underftooc 

How  incapable  our  modern  writers  on  agricultu; 
are  of  communicating  their  difcoveries  for  want 
botanic  information*  and  how  much  the  progrefs 
this  mo  ft  ufeful  fcience  is  thereby  retarded,  muft 
obvious  to  all  thofe  who  have  perufed  their  writir 
with  any  degree  of  attention. 

I  am  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  this  inattentiori 
the  faculty  and  others  to  botany,  proceeds  in  a  gi 


mpai 


leafure  from  a  want  of  opportunity  to  acquire  it, 
pd  that  if  the  means  were  afforded,  there  would  no 
mger  be  caufe  of  complaint  or  cenfure. 

To  afford  the  means  of  obtaining  this  knowledge, 

*:  the  objedt  of  the  prefent  inflitution  ;  an  inflitu- 
Dn  which  has  been  attended  with  confiderable  ex- 
:nce,  and  coil  the  author  much  time  and  atten- 

■V 

bn.  Should  he  have  the  pleafing  fatisfadlion  of 
ling  it  become  produdlive  of  national  utility,  that 
toe  he  fliall  think  ufefully  employed,  and  that  at« 
ation  mofl  happily  bellowed. 

(As  the  pradlical  part  of  botany,  as  well  as  of  every 
her  fcience,  is  the  mofl  ufeful,  fo  it  is  prefumed, 
k  mode  of  communicatinng  this  knowledge  will  be 
'  ;h  as  to  meet  with  general  approbation.  And  as 
bry  fcience  fhould  be  rendered  as  eafy  as  poflible, 
bre  efpecially  botany,  in  which  the  objedls  are  fo 
hnerous,  if  it  were  on  no  other  account  than  that 
'ifaving  time.,  which  fome  individuals  can  but  ill 
^re  from  their  own  proper  avocations,  lb  to  each 
ht  in  the  garden,  is  affixed  its  generic  and  trivial 
:ae,  according  to  Linnaeus  :  and  that  none  may 
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lofe  the  advantage  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  plar 
from  a  nonacquaintance  with  the  Latin,  the  En 
lifh  names  alfo  are  added,  with  a  view  that  botan 
in  this  familiar  drefs,  might  be  inftrudtive  to  the 
whom  the  bare  mention  of  a  long  hard-foundi 
latin  name  might  tend  to  difeourage. 

And  the  author  flatters  himfelf,  that  many  p 
fons  who  are  naturally  fond  of  plants  and  fiowc 
will  readily  encourage  an  undertaking  of  this  ki 
by  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  indulge  tl 
particular  tafte,  they  may  infenflbly  acquire  kn< 
edge. 

It  has  been  objefled  by  a  few,  that  a  knowk 
of  plants  thus  eafily  acquired,  is  as  eafily  forgoit 
but  this  muft  certainly  be  more  the  fault  of  the 
dent  than  of  the  method,  as  he  may  fpend  as  n 
time  as  he  pleafes  in  i  live  {ligating  them,  and 
coming  perfectly  acquainted  with  their  charadle 

It  now  remains  for  the  author  to  exprefs  his 
titude  to  his  friends,  who  have  patronized,  en 
raged,  and  afliiled  him  in  his  undertaking. 
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,  Tothegenerofity  and  public  fpirit  of  the  honoura- 
Dairies  Barrington ,  and  'Thomas  White ,  Efq.  his 
,  :>rthy  patrons  in  this  undertaking,  the  Garden  in 
;reat  degree  owes  its  exiltence. 

j|  ' 

,  rom  His  MajeJlys  matchlefs  colle&ion  of  plants 
-the  royal  garden  at  Kew,  he  has  had  the  honour 
receiving  many  fcarce  and  valuable  plants,  both 
gilh  and  foreign. 

I 

:^s  alfo  from  the  gardens  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  at 
^on  ;  the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland,  at  Bul- 
.  de  Park ;  Dr.  Fothergill ,  at  Upton  ;  Dr  Pitcairn , 
jdington ;  and  the  Apothecaries  Company *  at 
4fea,  whofe  refpe&ive  gardens  are  monuments 
ytional  honour. 

n'om  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lightfoot,  of  Uxbridge,  he 
^received  the  Briza  minor,  Lathyrus  hirfutus, 

[. pliacea ,  &c. 

‘il 

y  T.  G.  Cullum,  Efq.  of  Bury  St.  Edmonds, 
ys  brother  Sir  John  Cullum,  he  is  indebted  for 
'jnifta  pilofa,  Veronica  triphyllos ,  verna,  See. 

 The 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  Goodenough ,  of  Ealing,  fent  hii 
a  conliderable  collection  of  maritime  plants. 

To  ‘Thomas  Collinfon ,  Efq.  he  is  obliged  for  man 
curious  exotics. 

To  Meflirs.  Gordon ,  Lee,  Kennedy,  and  Malcolm 
he  is  alfo  under  fimilar  obligations. 

i  The  following  perfons  have  likewife  contribute* 

. 

as  under. 

II 

Mr.  Sole ,  Apothecary,  of  Bath,  the  Cyperus  Ion - 
i  gus,  Lithofpermum  purpureo- coeruleum,  Thaliffrum 
s  minus ,  &c. 

Mr.  William  Fothergill ,  Wenfleydale,  York¬ 
shire,  Ruhus  Chamcemorus ,  faxatilis ,  Primula  fari- 
nofa ,  &c. 


Mr.  Jofeph  Cock  field,  Upton,  Veronica  hyhrida . 
Mr.  Dickfion,  Covent-Garden,  Secalevillofum,  See, 


s  Dr.  Calvert ,  Dodlors  Commons,  Andromeda 
)ollfolia ,  Dent  aria  bulb  if  era. 


j  Mr.  John  Wagjlajf \  Norwich,  Verbafcum  pul- 
perulentum .  N.  S. 

1 

Mr.  Jofeph  Sparjhall ,  Yarmouth,  Atriplex  pe- 
dunculata . 

ill 

it 

>  Mr.  Wheeler ,  Scilla  autumnalis ,  Bupleurum  te* 
I 


! 

11  Mr.  Sibley ,  Serapias  longlfolia ,  Satyrium  viride . 

[• 

Mr.  Ridout ,  Caucalis  Daucoides ,  Eryngium  ma - 
iritimum. 

J 

Mr.  Upham ,  Afplenium  Ceterach ,  &V. 

Mrs.  yf/z/z  Curtis ,  Alton,  Car duus  eriophorus . 

.  Mr.  Rayer ,  various  plants  growing  about: 

^London. 


To  tliefe  his  kind  contributors,  the  author  re¬ 


turns  his  grateful  thanks,  and  hopes  there  are  many, 


perfons  in  different  parts  of  Great  Britain,  whc 
will  not  need  the  flimulus  of  example,  to  add  to  tha 

’ii 

number  of  plants  already  colledled. 


THE  Botanic  Garden  propofed  to  be  opened 
1  and  as  yet  in  its  infancy,  is  lituated  on  the  fouth 
fide , of  Blackfriars- Bridge,  in  Higler’s-Lane,  Lam 
beth  Marfh,  near  the  Magdalen  Hofpital. 

It  is  furrounded  on  two  fides  of  it  by  watei 
which  ebbs  and  flows  with  the  tide,  and  whic 
being  let  in,  renders  it  very  convenient  for  th 
growth  of  aquatics. 

It  contains  700  Englifh  plants,  80  of  which  ai 
grades  flriflly  fo  called  ;  100  officinal  plants,  or  fuc 
as  are  ufed  in  phylic  ;  and  a  confiderable  number  c 
foreign  plants ;  all  of  which  have  in  general  grow 
and  flowered  as  well,  as  if  they  had  been  moi 
remotely  lituated  from  London. 


CONDITIONS. 


§- 

* 

J 

J  • 

s  Hp 

HAT  the  garden  fhall  be  kept  in  neat  order. 

< 

ji  II.  That  the  generic  and  trivial  name  of  each 
blant  from  Linnaeus,  as  alfo  the  Englifh  name, 
fhall  be  painted  in  legible  characters,  and  affixed  to 

Each  plant. 

i 

i 

'r:  III.  That  every  endeavour  fhall  be  ufed,  that  it 
■hay  contain,  ill.  all  the  phyfical  plants  enumerated 

♦ 

,ji  the  Materia  Medica  contained  in  Lewis’s  Dif- 
4 tnfatory ,  commonly  called  the  New  Difpenfatory , 
jrith  fuch  other  plants  as  are  of  more  modern  intro- 
uCtion,  excepting  fuch  as  require  a  hot-houfe : 
)(f;d.  all  thofe  plants  of  known  or  reputed  poifonous 
qualities  ;  and  3d.  all  thofe  which  are  in  general 
[jfe  for  food. 

I  IV.  That  all  the  phylical  and  eatable  plants  now 
general  ufe,  together  with  fuch  as  are  generally 
hnlidered  as  poifonous,  lhall  be  arranged  together  ; 
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and  that  thofe  which  are  feldom  ufed  in  medicine 
fhall  be  diflributed  among  the  other  plants  of  the 
garden,  a  part  of  the  flick  on  which  the  letters  art 
marked,  affixed  to  ffich  plants,  being  painted  yellow 

V,  That  befides  the  Linnaean  and  Englifh  name 
to  be  affixed  to  each  officinal  plant,  the  page  anc 
article  in  which  the  plant  is  to  be  found  in  that  pari 
of  Lewis’s  Difpenfatory  which  contains  the  Materia 
Medica,  fhall  alfo  be  marked  on  the  flick  :  by  this 
means  the  medical  Undent  not  only  becomes  acquain¬ 
ted  with  the  Linnaean  name,  but  hkewife  with  the 
name  by  which  it  is  kept  in  the  (hops,  as  alfo  that 
of  Caspar  Bauhine,  with  a  concife  account  ol 
the  natural  hiflory,  ufe,  Ac.  of  each  plant.  Anc 
it  is  recommended  to  fuch  medical  fludents  as  wiffi 
to  acquire  this  neceffary  knowledge,  to  bind  up  fe- 
parately  the  Materia  Medica  part  of  the  faid  Dif¬ 
penfatory,  that  it  may  be  more  portable. 

To  illuflrate  the  intention  of  this  plan,  let  us 
fuppofe  that  the  feudent  finds  in  the  garden,  among 
the  phyfical  plants,  one  with  this  fuperfeription, 
Veronica  Becabunga>  102.  *.  i.  he  then  refers 

to 
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•o  his  pocket  volume,  in  which,  at  page  102,  article 
I.  he  reads  as  follows.  “  Becabunga  feu  AnagalU- 
u  dls  aquatic  a  folia  :  Veronica  aquatic  a  folio  fubro - 
tundo ,  Moris .  hlft.  Brooklime,  the  leaves, 
p  [L.  E.]  This  is  a  low  plant,  growing  commonly 
16  in  little  rivulets  and  ditches  of  handing  water ;  the 
leaves  remain  ail  the  winter,  but  are  in  greateil 
ip  perfe&ion  in  the  fpring.  Their  prevailing  tafle  is 
V  an  herbaceous  one,  accompanied  with  a  very 

;V  flight  bitterifhnefs.” 

I 

'[;[ 

r:  “  Becabunga  has  been  fuppofed  to  have  a  fapona- 
ceous  detergent  virtue,  and  to  attenuate  vifeid  hu- 
p  mours  without  pungency  or  irritation,  hence  it 
A  has  been  diredled  in  that  fpecies  of  Scurvy  called 
jlf  hot,  where  the  Cochleariae,  and  other  acrid  anti- 
.f  fcorbutics,  were  fuppofe  to  belefs  proper.  It  is 
f  now  ufed  only  in  compofition  with  thofe  plants  as 
\Jf  in  the  fucci  fcorbutici,  [L.  E.l  but  does  not  per- 
ijf  haps  add  much  to  their  efficacy.  If  any  virtue  is 
y[  expedled  from  Becabunga,  it  fliould  be  ufed  as 
M  food.’’ 

fj 

lr|  VI.  That  in  like  manner  the  Englifh  grafles,  and 

_ i 
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and  all  thofe  plants  generally  ufed  in  Agriculture 
fhall  be  difpofed  together  in  a  feparate  quarter. 

VII.  That  every  means  fhall  be  adopted  to  pro 
cure  as  compleat  a  collection  of  Englifh  plants  as  ca 
be  made  to  grow,  all  of  which  fhall  be  kept  in  quar 
ters  diflindt  from  exotic  ones. 

VIII.  That  juflice  may  be  done  to  the  plants  < 
our  own  country,  and  that  thofe  who  vifit  the  gai 
den  may  fee  how  much  our  gardens  are  in  generj 
indebted  to  them,  it  is  propofed  to  cultivate  them 
all  their  varieties,  including  double  flowers. 

IX.  That  as  many  foreign  plants  as  poffibl 
which  bear  this  climate,  fhall  be  introduced,  retail 
ing  for  the  fake  of  diflindtnefs,  only  one  or  two 
each  fpecies. 

X.  That  the  plants  may  be  diftinguifhed  by  th< 

■#> 

feveral  ufes,  a  part  of  the  flick  affixed  to  each,  fh 
be  painted  of  fome  diflinguifhing  colour,  as  yelk 
for  phyfic,  blue  for  food,  black  for  poifon,  red  i 

dying,  and  green  for  agriculture  or  oeconomi 
nurcofes.  5 
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XI.  That  a  convenient  room  fituated  in  the  gar- 
len,  fhall  be  opened  for  the  fubfcribers  to  ftudy  in  ; 
ind  that  duplicates  of  thofe  books  which  are  necef- 
ary  for  ftudents,  fhall  be  there  depolited. 

!  XII.  That  the  garden  and  library,  fhall  be  open 
or  the  ufe  of  fubfcribers  on  four  days  in  the  week, 
iz.  T’uefdays,  Wednesdays ,  ‘Thurfdays,  and  Fridays, 
rom  fix  in  the  morning  till  eight  at  night. 

'  XIII.  That  a  catalogue  of  the  garden  fhall  be 
ublifhed  in  March  1780,  in  which  the  plants  will 
e  arranged  alphabetically,  with  their  Latin  and 

>nglifh  names,  and  their  particular  fituations  in  the 
4rden  referred  to,  with  a  lift  of  the  fubfcribers  and 
bntributors  to  the  garden,  to  one  of  which  each 
bfcriber  will  be  intitled. 


its 


XIV.  That  every  fubfcriber,  on  paying  annually 

fum  of  Two  Guineas ,  fhall  be  intitled  to  walk 

1  if 

ltd  ftudy  in  the  laid  garden  on  the  days  above  fpeci- 
;  be  accompanied  by  any  one  per  Jon  they  chufe. 


A  book  for  entering  the  names  of  fubfcribers  is 
•k  at  the  garden.  Subfcrip.tions  are  alfo  received  by 


(  19  ) 

W.  Curtis,  No.  51,  Gracechurch- Street. 

No  fpecimens  allowed  but  by  permifllon  from  the 
gardener. 

The  garden  to  be  opened  the  iftof  January,  1779, 


FINIS , 
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